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SECRET
20 September 19fja113":. K.)1111...D151. 1

TO	 Chief, FDP, 030
Chief, 1j3, CPC

FROI:	 7D1-4, oscr
J

SUBJECT: Contact with National League of the Idountains

1. On 17 September,	 mentioned thatI
was interested in mountin_ -n ope lon designed to contact the
leaders of the National League of the Abuntains an Albanian resistance
organi zation described in SODB-42023.7	 stated th2t as
agreed with OSO at the time o[ the di'neminati of the remort, details
of this operation would be worked out in collaboration with the
A7hanian Branch, OSO.

2. Study of the nrob l em by this Branch leads to the conclusion
that the annroach to the League must, if it is to be either effective
or secure, take place through the SKI, even though the League's appeal
was not directed to any one party.

3. 1 breakdown or the leaders listed in the above-cited report
shows seven or them to be Rom= Catholics, and thus almost automatically
closely tied to Gjon A1-.rka7joni. Of these Catholics, Don Zef Oroshi,
the League president, is described by a PI source as "a fiduciary of
:Erkagjoni," while Preng Kol Gjonrrrlci, is ilarkagjoni t s cousin. Of the
idohanmedans, the most prominent, Haki Bushati, comes from a family which
has long been allied with that of ihrkogjoni. From these facts alone,
it appears difficult to amproach the League through any group but SKI,
from which Aarkagjoni is inseparable. The attempt to use members of any
other group would uerel- involve us in co' nlicated regional, party, and
personal conflicts.

4. Another rea son mahini., it desirable to use SKI members is that
at the mresent time we should g void any action which could be interpreted
by SKI as an instance of bad f g ith, lest the organization's leaders feel
justified in acce pting tempting Yugoslav offers currently being tendered
them.

5. Thourh use or SKI by 050 has so far been orecluded by the i':sue
of the forier's excl P sien Cro ,o, ITC17 , it Is believed that a solution c-n
be found in the form of - direct OPC invitat on to BEI, through OW, to
particing te in an omer'bIon to b e conducted entirely independently
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without ne knowled-e of iJC2I 	 direct and non-Political approach
of this nature should allow the exploit-tion of :Ki t s cra)cities and
lake for Y'elntively -0oc" security, since the number of 113 y lnian emigres
privy to the oPer-tion world be held to a minimum number of persons
sharin c common loyalties.

6. Such an approach would require notification of Italian Intelli-
gence. It is believed, however, that OSO can obtain Italian consent
for exclusively American use of BKI personnel as long as it is clearly
understood that no third service is involved.

7. OSO has available in Italy one Albanian leader of a prominent
northern Catholic family, who would be appropriate for this operation.
From othor personnel presently in Greece, it is believed that a satis-
factory team of four or five men, including a w/t operator, can be
formed.
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